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A ket The 19505 bungalow that Wonder \WValley resident Cheis Carraher now uses a5 an art
studio 5 seen hem in an undated shida she found at the home alter purchasing the property.

Don’t fence me in

Artists embrace
‘harsh desert in

creating their
own wide open
ga!lcg spaces
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BY JUDITH SALKIN
The: Diezart San

It's hard not 1o hear the Eagles” “Hoael
California” in bsesa] 2 v dirive
through Wonder seeing the remains
of the Jackrabbit Homesteads.

Thie hometeads, the result of the Small
Tract Act of 1938, are a part of desert his-
tory that reminds us of the pioneering
spint of the post-Workd War 11 years when g g e
Americans yearned for the open spaces Wonder Valley ressdent Chris Carraher talks about rural lile and area history while standing in
and freedoms of the Old Wisa, fhet lrwireg area ol her Homestead Bungalvw hami.

And the government yeamed w populate
the vast stretches of open land. |

Aftter completing a project on the quirky
sructures of the Salon Sea, photographer
Kim Stringfellow beyan exploring the so- :
ries behind the tiny desert b : -F 'ﬂ-mﬁ:m.;.

In September, the Center for American
Flaces will publish Stringfellow’s “Tackral-
bat Homeaead: Tracing the Small Tract in
the Southern Califomnia Landscape,” a slim
[ l-paspe} history of thee homestead stre-
s,

*] got interested in the hinterland fringe
cormmunities a bonyg time ago,” ihe sid by
phane from Los Angeles. “They are so
close 1o muajor cities, bun they'ne worlds
apart from civilation.”
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g explorations brought her :

back to the Small Tract Homestead Act of CRYSTAL CHATHAM THE CE4RT UM
|‘?-‘3ri"'dﬂff“““*5;‘"ﬂ“ of Land Chyis Carraber's 19608 Homestesd burgskow home features. ane bedram, ansther raom
ecPe mﬂiﬁs )5 acres “ﬁ:“‘ converted irto a home office, as well as a living area and full kitchen, Behind the home.
ey peopk m"’"“‘f -Ea'ran.y has a second bungalow for us2 s an art Studia,
Landowners were then required 1o erect a©
minireum 12-foot by 16-foot cabin, manmy breathe,™ El'.nmgfrﬂ:'m:ld. She becarme w eramored af the regian
of which went withowt electnaty or fresh In addition to the book, she has a Wb during her research, Stringfellow has decid-
WalcT, site, jackrabbithomestead com, that in- ed to maowe to the high desert in the fll

hany used the cabins as weekend re- chudes audsio tracks on the homesicad his- “I'm waiting for it o cool off a bit,” she
treats from the metropolis of Los Angeles. nory, 4 downloadable swdio towr and driv- s,
“They wanited wormeplace whene they could irgg map of the area, Pleasa 5w HOMESTEADS, D3

Jackrabbit Homesteads car tour

Diirections: Take Highway 62 up o the Morongn
Barsin. The audio tour begirs spprasimately 3
milkes east of Teentynine Falms at the “paim” cell
by, walch iS5 Uhe Lallest shruchure o the
highway:.

Downlead: The half-hour driving tour s meant o
complement the sudia Baur, which can be

cownloaded at jackrabbithomestead.com.
AERRER S _ ' Moke: Since ot kaast part of the teur i on unpaved
E-IH'. PR .- AN roads, & four-whesl-grive wehicle 5 recomemended
RERERRROND L | e
NESRmEgau L i
firL A i3 Open range
el & See mone photas of the Jackrabbit Homestoads
i the high desert a1 rmyesert.comphoter.

Frillips Homestead, LLS. Patent Mo, TRSTTIT =

HOMESTEADS: ‘Jackrabbit’ cabins
getting a new lease on life

Continued from I

A homestead

of her own

Today, some of the survving
homestead cabins ane inkabit-
i by amisas ke Chiris Carra-
her, whin see the openness of
the high desert not & desola-
i, bt a5 a '|:h|.'r that en-
coirapes seff-safficiency and
CTeatmvity,

*Poople here allosw them-
sedves b0 exercise ther own
umiguie creativity,  said Carra-
Fﬂiﬂﬂzﬂhﬂdwh;a CEVSTAL CHATHAM THE DESERT SLM
ife 4 uced resoares, Dot A fray of pastels are set cut in Wonder Valley resident Cheis
that also allows them 10 coME  Carahar's 19505 bungalow art studio. She uses a separate

up with imventive solutions.” detached bungalow siructune for ber Bving guarters
Carraher purchased the

Eve-acre property from the obpects found in the desern ghass doors, “That woek a linke
heirs of its original owner for  and repurposed, ke the for- getting used to,” she said.

S7.000 in 19994, mier amio boses that make As more people move o

The property featunes the up heer bookease and office the Mormngo Basin, Carmaher
original | 92-square-fool cabin - - shebing. sevs civillization encoroaching
bugh in the mid- 19508, 4 sep- “You neeed o be reaourcefl | on the land af the Jackrabbi
arate 850-square-foot bed- to Bve here,” she sid, Homesteads and eventaally
oo unat installed w1563 Carraher has alo made a chamging the very character of
and a working well. few changes. To capture more  the apen desert she calls

Mary of the furnishings in~ of the 380-degree view, she re- horme. “Paradise,” she lament-
the ko are “ohaainiom,™ phaced windows with sliding ed, i newer permanent.”



