V¥ TransNation
Butch Femme Art of A Dandy

By Jacob Anderson-Minshall

“A real dandy would never ask
permission to be a dandy,” insists
wenderguest arhisk Chria
“fackadandy” Carraher, "Che must
simply claim it, and then have the
style to carcy it off,” by states, active-
Iy ignering the indighation of other
self-clescribed dandies wha claim a
working-class,  50-something,
female-bodied butch can sever be
ore,

“Not everyone can pull it off,” the
former San  Franciscan—who
prefers the pranouns by and hyps—
contends of the “gender trouble”
inherent in being a dandy. “But if
you ean, then vou get to define the
territory for yourself. IW's a self-
invention, 4 creative existence.”

Carraher describes hys current

series of pastel paintings — fope fidl of

Hife, showing in Joshua Tree, CA's
Art Queen Gallery until Nowv, 28 — as
having a visibly genderqueer per-
spective,

I summoned a dynamic of
rasculine and ferminine without, for
the most part, portraying cormeen-
tions of gender. Polarities and duali-
tics abouncd in the paintings, but so
do resulnbions — dynamic vesola-
tiems, For example, penetration i= a
frecuent theme, but the penctration
exists as a reciprocal of & surround-
ing foree of active recopition,”

“To e, this flaming shape is a
phallic irapulse within female geni-
talia,” Carraher says, explaining his
painting fie Wue-ball'd butch {depict-
ing an arange flarme between twa
blue disks). The wark's fitle is bor-
rowed from lyrics by hys giel-
friend —a frequent muse. T love a
femume, and | [am] honest about it
he says.

“There are parts of me that arve
really only evoked by the proximity
of a fermmie, IE there is17°F 3 ferame in
the picture, those parts have Little
need of description or expression.
At thase tinies, does that pact of my
identity [exist]?”

Iy believes that picking an iden:
biby ean be both powerful and dan-
gerous. [t oan lead to what Carraher
calls the “citadel of limilation.”

“A citadel is a fortress to protect
territory...of identity...it not only
keeps the enemy ont, i keeps you
in. There's no room for movernent.
An identity can feel like home, | bt
a5 4 person grows, one hopes that

their sense of themselves deepens
and extends. Otherwise, they
become imprisoned by the limita®
hions of the identity.”

[dentifying as  genderqueer,
Carraber (www jackadandy net)
declares that hy has me interest in
medical transition.

“Mledical madels, of conrse, have
their place, [but] my own sensations
of dilference are not so located in the
physical sphere and not effectively
approached medically.”

The artist argues that there's
something both seductive and scary
about the dandy role, “The dandy is
playing with the traditional female
role of atiracting while at the sarme
Hime mainkaining & masculinily.
Throw in a little power dynamic, a
little erotic of class difference, some
aesthetic creabivity, .

Hy bolioves that masculive: and
feminine enargies have been mistak-
erily conceved of as dichotomous
locations. “1 feel that there ane polar
energies that exist all around us. In
the West we tend to place these
energies along a straight line or
spectrum, one end male/ rnasculing,
the other female/feminine. And
before vou know it that._straight
i becames a value indicator, and
vou have a hievarehy of power”

Carrgher  prefers
wisualizing  femi-
nine/ masculine  as
elernents in a full
dimensicnal universe
i which, “you can't
easily discern an ori-
entation, and ewery
cne has their own up
and their own down,
but all the other bod-
ies out there have
energy that reacts
with yours in some
way. And szome of
thern have a pull you
can't resist”

The genderqueer
artist belioves that for
society to truly honor
feminme-masculine
eneryies would take
“dumping”  patri-
archy. “We live under
a sociopolitical sys-
term that is based on
the subjugation and
containment of - the
ferminine. I persomally
firud 'FLUPK! in the lead-
ership of femmes,
who I see as people who are living
and championing their {eminine
from the sbrength of a bemendous
self-awareress,”

Carvaher’s ot arkistic endeayvor,
“about claims of lerritory In the high
esert,” will premier March 2007 at
the Artists Callery in Twentynine
Falins, CA.

Trans wriker Jacob Apderson-
Miveshil] omi be reachea at jakef@trans-
natian.org. He crmerifes the Blind Ege
Dgtective sevies, which premtiers Spring
2007w
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